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of the peFig. 1. Zoﬁa Umiastowska with co-author of the paper, Przemyslaw Wolak e a present
chief of surgical department in Kielce of Her foundation.Zoﬁa Umiastowska-Sawicka (1919e2013) is remembered as a
professional tutor and a founder of clinical schools of pediatric sur-
gery in Bialystok and Kielce [1]. She underwent medical studies in
Vilnius, Kaunas and ﬁnally graduate in 1947 in Lublin [1]. Every
school she attended enriched her with the best of knowledge and
skills that made her a perfect teacher for others. Her character
became a reﬂection of the mottos of her universities. During her
work at the Surgery Department of Maria Sklodowska-Curie Uni-
versity in Lublin, she obtained her doctoral degree for a dissertation
titled: “Leukergy in postoperative disease and postoperative states.” in
1950 [1,2]. She completed her specialization in general surgery in
1953 and in pediatric surgery in 1957 under supervision of Profes-
sor Jan Kossakowski in the Department of Pediatric Surgery at War-
sawMedical University [1,2]. In 1970, she was appointed director of
Pediatric Surgery Department at Je˛drzej Sniadecki Hospital in Bia-
lystok [1,2]. She kept that position until 1977, when she moved to
Kielce [3]. Her main area of professional and scientiﬁc interest
was pediatric urology [4e6]. Her experiments and/research were
ﬁrst conducted on dogs, whose ureters were transplanted into sig-
moid, with preservation of the vesicular oriﬁces of ureters and adja-
cent part of trigonum of urinary bladders [4e6]. She then
continued her research introducing this method in children with
congenital bladder exstrophy [4e6]. The crowning achievement
of her research was her habilitation dissertation titled: Evaluation
of Maydl's method in the treatment of exstrophy of the bladder in chil-
dren that was published in 1970 [5]. She had several various fellow-
ships including fellowship at Orthopaedics Department in Warsaw
under supervision of professor AdamGruca, Urology Department in
Cracow under supervision of professor Emil Michalowski, Clinical
departments of Pediatric Surgery in Moscow and Leningrad (now
Sankt Petersburg). She was also awarded two fellowships in clinical
surgery in Paris one in 1977 and the other in 1985 [1e3]. In 1977 she
moved to Kielce to run the Department of Pediatric Surgery until
her retirement in 1991. At the time she was an associate professor
and since 1989 full professor at theMedical Academy of Cracow and
worked in Clinical Teaching Institute in Kielce [3]. Thanks to her ef-
forts a new buildings for pediatric surgery were built in Bialystok
and Kielce [3]. In 2001 the Polish Society of Pediatric Surgeonsby Elsevier Ltd. All rights reservedher honorary membership in recognition of her founding
diatric surgery department in Bialystok and Kielce [1e3].
Her disciples supervised surgical department in Bialystok, Kielce
and Tarnow (A. Wagner, A. Pore˛bska and A. Mikołajczyk, respec-
tively) [3]. As a regional consultant for Bialystok and Kielce Profes-
sor Umiastowska-Sawicka emphasized the need for continuous
training and life-long self-improvement in surgery and this attitude
was promoted among her co-operators; it being in line with the
latin motto of her alma mater Vilnensis, a paraphrase of a line of
Vergilius's Eneida -hinc itur ad astra e thus one goes to the stars).
Zoﬁa Umiastowska-Sawicka is an heroic ex ample of a hard-
working medical doctor who demonstrated outstanding patience.
Letter to the Editor / International Journal of Surgery 12 (2014) 1465e14661466and calmness in the pursuit of her goals. Warsaw Medical Univer-
sity was the primary place of her professional postgraduate training
as a surgeon. There she acquired and improved most of her skills at
themedical school of Jan Kossakowski. She followed this path in the
spirit of medical humanism. Later on she became a highly-
appreciated and patient tutor to generations of pediatric surgeons
in Bialystok and Kielce, in linewith a phrase from theWarsawMed-
ical University anthem: ‘Let Asclepius, who was able to cure human
souls, testify: those who teach this art will be respected for ever’
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